The small scale applicability of 
accurately. In particular, the accuracy of the guessing parameter is often poor (cf. Hulin et al., 1982; Thissen & Wainer, 1982) .
A second reason to focus on the Rasch model was that the few comparisons between the different methods carried out so far showed converging results, or as Traub and Lam (1985) (Hulin et al. , 1982) .
The correlations in Table 2 Table 4 ). Table 2 for an explanation of the symbols.
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Bias and RMSE: The Null Data
In Figure 1 Gustafsson, 1980; Molenaar, 1983; van den Wollenberg, 1982 Hambleton and Traub (1971) . It should be noted that this result is a consequence of the anchoring used. On the logit scales, item difficulties and person abilities are determined up to a constant; adding a constant to all difficulties and abilities does not influence the likelihood of the data matrix. In the present simulations the anchoring was done by fixing the average of the estimated difficulties at zero, thereby equating the average of the item parameters 
